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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE KVK ACTIVITIES (January-June 2012 ) 

Activities No. Beneficiaries 
On Farm Trial    (OFT) 16 107 
Front line Demonstration (FLD) 6 62 
Field Day 2 44 
Training for Practicing Farmers 56 1884 
Training for Farm women 16 445 
Training for Rural Youth 21 927 
Sponsored Training 7 228 
Other Activities   
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IMPORTANT EVENTS  

�  ZPD’s visit to the office: As always our ZPD made his annual visit to our office at 

Nongshillong on the 30th April, 2013. Here he highlighted upon the need of proper 

maintenance of records and also the maintenance of statistical data relating to 

agriculture and its allied activities. He also met the acting Syiem of Nongshillong and 

paid a visit to his office and also interacted with farmers. His constant encouragement 

and guidance is a source of inspiration for us, the staff of the office, to keep working 

extensively for the welfare of the farmers.  
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ON FARM TRIALS (OFTs) 

Sixteen OFTs were conducted during this period which benefited 107 farmers 

�  Assesment of direct seeded rice variety: An OFT on direct seeded rice was 

conducted in Nongshillong, Mairang and Mawkhap village of West Khasi Hills 

district during the month of June-November   2013 using the local rice variety Balwai 

, farmers in these areas mostly follow direct seeding of rice as it saves time as well as 

reduces the labour requirement. In this trial the local variety of rice were evaluated 

for their yield potential and were compared to transplanted rice (under SRI). 

  

 

�  Cultivation of potato variety Kufri Jyoti  : OFT  on Potato was conducted in 

Nongpyndeng(Nongstoin)  and Mairang village of WKH district during the month of 

February –June  2013 using the variety Kufri Jyoti .  As the farmers in these areas 

have been  growing  only  Local  varieties of potato for a very long time , the yield 

was decreasing year after year and also the infestation of pest and diseases was very 

high(especially late blight disease is a very common disease in local potato variety 

which reduces the yield to a very large extent)  this trial was done with the objective 

to encourage the farmers to grow and procure seeds that would give them higher yield 

as well  would be immune to pests and diseases.  

  

�  Introduction of rapeseed mustard: An OFT was conducted on Zero tillage of 

Rapeseed mustard was done during the Rabi season of 2012 in Kynshi Village , this 

trial was mainly done for the reason to utilize lands after the harvest of maize and 

paddy crop. The fields in these areas remain fallow for the entire winter, so by 

growing rapeseed mustard land is utilising. 
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�  Rice fish farming system: Recently, many farmers have converted their rice fields to 
fish ponds although productive because of their keen interest in the fisheries sector since 
most of them have no choice as they are small land holders. Expecting the benefits of 
integrated rice-fish farming in terms of enhanced productivity, optimum and double 
utilization of paddy field, on farm trial was therefore conducted by the KVK West Khasi 
Hills where it is possible to produce fish and rice simultaneously from the same plot of 
land and also to discourage the farmers from converting their rice fields. The OFT was 
done at Pyrda village of West Khasi Hills in the month of June, 2013 as this kind of 
Aquaculture-Agriculture integration is very new to the District even fish farming itself 
using scientific knowledge is new. This is one of the most ideal methods of land use 
especially for farmers having very less land holding. 

                        
�  Introduction of QPM:  An OFT  was conducted in Mairang village  of WKH district 

during the month of April –August  2013 

�  Zero Tillage Of Rape Mustard after harvest of Kharif Maize : An OFT was 

conducted on Zero tillage of Rapeseed mustard was done during the Rabi season of 2012 

in Kynshi Village , this trial was mainly done for the reason to utilize lands after the 

harvest of maize and paddy crop. 

 

�  Integrated Nutrient Management of Carrot:  OFT on improved cultivation 
practices and location specific package of practice on carrot to sustain higher 
productivity and profitability was done at Nongpyndeng  and Nongthliew Village. 
 

  

 

�  Study on the performance of French bean: An OFT was conducted on the performance 

of French bean at two different villages (1).Nongpyndeng Village (2). Mairang Village 
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�  Effect of Bamboo structure low cost polyhouse on the performance of tomato: 
An OFT was conducted at farmers’ field in different tomato growing areas i.e. 
Nongjlak and Mwphanniew to adopt scientific measures of cultivation due to 
low yield under farmers’ practice. Creation of the polyhouse started in the month 
of January, 2013.  observed the increase in yield and fetch high price in 
offseason per unit area 

  

 

 

�  Canopy management of Kiwi vineyard: This Crop is newly introduced in the 

district in collaboration with SDAO, Mairang. An OFT is conducted in order to 

commensurate higher returns per unit area owing to new introduction in the area. 

  

 

�  Management of soft rot of ginger by using Pseudomonas fluorescens: Soft rot of 

ginger is major disease in ginger growing areas in Meghalaya. It is one of the major 

cause for low production of ginger. The disease is more severe when there is dual 

infection of soft rot and ginger stem borer. On farm trial was conducted by using 

Pseudomonas fluorescens formulation. 

 

�  Rice blast management using Pseudomonas fluorescens: On farm trial was 

conducted at Kynshi on management of rice blast using P. fluorescens  Pseudocon L. 

 

�  Cultivation of oyster mushroom: Introduction of Oyster mushroom at Tengri village.  
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�  Rejuvenation of Citrus : Khasi mandarin was effected by many diseases and pests 
as well as malnutrition, an OFT in declined citrus orchard was conducted jointly by 
SMS Pl.Protection and SMS Horticulture at Mawphanniew village, West Khasi Hills. 
Different rejuvenation approaches are followed all round the year. Rejuvenation 
practice was started in the month of August 2012 and will be continued till August 
2014 

 

  

 

 

�  Promotion of Sustainable Agriculture, Rights & Entitlement and skill Development in 20 
Villages of Natural Resource Management project in Nongstoin C&RD Block of West 
Khasi Hills District  
 

�  Strengthening of Nongjlak, Mawthohbeh and Massar cluster level federation through off-
season vegetable low cost production at Nongjlak village 
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FRONTLINE DEMONSTRATIONS 

Six FLDs were completed during this period which benefitted 62 farmers:- 

�  Integrated management of maize: An FLD  on integrated nutrient management on  

maize was conducted in  Pyndengumiong village of WKH district during the month of 

April –August  2013 .  As the farmers in these areas have been  growing  only  Local 

maize varieties this trial was done with the variety DA61A with objective to see the 

feasibility of hybrid variety .   

  

 

 

�  SRI culture for water economy and higher productivity:  An FLD was conducted 

on SRI during May to November 2013 in Mawkhap and Nonglwai village to 

overcome the problem of Low Yield due to Broadcasting of rice. 

 

 

 

�  Sequential cropping of Pea after Karif Rice: FLD was conducted on pea (during the 

month of January-April 2013)after the harvest  of kharif rice this was mainly done 

because the rice fields remain fallow during the rabi season  and  therefore pea was 

grown as a sequential crop so as to make the land productive as well as useful .pea 
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being a leguminous crop not only improved the soil nutrient status as well fix the 

nitrogen and this proves to be beneficial for the next crop that is grown in the same 

field.   

  

  

 

�  Location-specific package of practice of carrot: Front Line Demonstration (FLD) 

on improved cultivation practices location specific package of practice on carrot at 

Pyrda Village and Nongshillong Village. The sowing of carrots was done on June, 

2013 at this village. 

�  Management of fruit and shoot borer of brinjal by using lucilure: Frontline 

demonstration was conducted at Nongshillong village on management of fruit and 

shoot in brinjal by using pheromone trap  lucilure. Pheromone trap was installed at  30 

DAT and changed after 30 days interval during the whole crop season. 

�  Management of soft rot of ginger by using Bio organic formulation: Ginger treated 

with Bio organic formulation (GF1) was found that the production was more and the 

disease too was less when compared with untreated one in last season OFT therefore 

FLD is conducted this year. 
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FIELD DAYS 

Two Field days was conducted during this period which benefitted 44 farmers. Field days are 

meant to depict to farmers the efficiency and usefulness of the research undertaken in their 

field and using the said technique and technology as introduced by the subject experts. 

 

   

TRAININGS CONDUCTED  

1. Training for Practicing Farmers: Training forms an essential part of the 

curriculum of the farmers for more efficient management of his farm and farming. 

During this period a total of 56 training on different topics were conducted in various 

villages of West and South West Khasi Hills which had benefitted 1884 farmers.     
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2. Training for Farm women:   

Rural women play an important role in the day to day farming activities. Sixteen 

training programs specific for farm women was conducted in the district during the 

period which had benefitted 445 farm women. 

    

 

�  Training for Rural youth: Rural youth are the future of the farming community. 

These need a strong base so that they can establish themselves well as potential 

progressive farmers as well as entrepreneurs and bringing about a better living status 

among the farming community. A total of twenty one training was conducted which 

benefitted 927 youth from across the region.  

  

�  Sponsored Training: Seven sponsored training was conducted during the period 

which had reach out to 228 farmers across the region.  
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OTHER ACTIVITIES  
1. Diagnostic visits: 137 diagnostic visits were made to the farmer’s field which 

benefitted 276 farmers. 

2. Scientist visit to farmer’s field: SMSs made 189 visits toi the farmer’s field 

which benefitted 349 farmers.  

3. Farmers visit to KVK West Khasi Hills : 11 farmers visited the office during 

this period. 

4. Kisan Mobile Advisory Service: This advisory service is meant to keep farmers 

informed and updated of important technologies, ongoing activities and programs. 

During this period messages related to agriculture, fishery and animal husbandry was 

disseminated to the farmers of the region. A total of 21 different messages were sent 

to 327 farmers during the period between January to June.  

 

5.HRD Programme: The Subject Matter SpecialistPlant Protection attended the HRD 

Programme on “Mushroom Production” held on 21st, 22nd and 23th February , 2013 at CIFRI, 

Guwahati which was organised by Zonal Project Directorate, Zone-III, ICAR, Umiam. 

 

6.Calendar: Our KVK released 1000 calendars during the month of January. These calendars 

were distributed to farmers, different offices in the state as well as different stations of ICAR.   

7.Publications: Nine folders and two publications was published during the period. The 

publications include the Success Story of Shri. Bitri Basyrngaid a farmer from Mairang who 

has become a role model for other farmers in the village.  
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8.Farmers Scientists Interaction: Farmers Scientists Interaction Organized by other 

organization, NGOs and the office of the Project Director,ATMA, Nongstoin. 

 

  

9.Chow-chow:  “Terrace cropping of chow-chow with potato” A livelihood to Farmers of 

West Khasi Hills 
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10. Workshop: Workshop On PPVR&FR at AAU,Jorhat, March 24th to 26th,2013.   

 

   

11.North-East Newsletter:   

�  Success story of radish seed production: Shri Bitri Basaringaid, a farmer from 

Pyndengumiong village, Mairang Block (44 km from Shillong) in West Khasi Hills 

district of Meghalaya grows various crops and vegetables like maize, potato, chow-

chow, cabbage, cauliflower, tomato, lettuce, radish, mustard leaf, beet root, plum, 

peach, pear including flowers-gerbera and carnation and livestock-local breed of 

poultry and piggery in his 2.2 ha farm area.. From his skilled experience in farming, 

he started seed production of radish since 1993-94 till date.  

 

�  Khasi Women in Agriculture:  Khasi women who took up Agriculture as their 

livelihood had come out successfully not only for themselves but also helped other 

women through generation of employment. Angela Syngai, Sketina Kharbani and 

Shamoris Lyngdoh some of the successful women engaged in agriculture 

12.Hermetic storage (Rice):For management of pests and diseases Hermetic storage of 

materials brought from IRRI,Philipines by Programme Coordinator during her training  

has been tested in Pyrda, Nongthliew and Nongshillong  villages. 
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